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In response te statements made by President José Maz‘*ia VELASCO Ibaxra and _I
Fereign Minister José CHIRIROGA of Eouedor atitacking the Rieo Protocol and, more
recently, threatening unilsterally to demounce it, izhe Peruvian Foreign Ministry ef
Forelgn Relations Sepbember 2 and 6, reiterated Peru's traditional position.

Both statements emphasize the sanctity of the Rie Protocol and the need to
enforce 1%, pointing out the adverse effect the rnen-enforcement or demunclation
would have on the American regional system, international ordewr, and the peace of
the hemisphere. They state that Ecuadeorean claims %o the territory in question are
non—existent, and declare that Ecuador provoked the 1941 confliet with Peru. Both
refer to previous statements attributed to Velasco Ibarra, upholding the sanctity of
international treatics and agreements, and denying any intentien to seek their
revision. The two statements warn that Peru will not permit discussion of matters
already decided by the Protocol. end execcubed pursuant te its provisions.

The Foreign Ministry's statement of September 6, issued in divect response to
declarations made by the Ecuadorean President and his Forelgn Minister that the
Eouvadoresn Government proposes to denounse the Rio Protocel, is much stronger than
the statement of September 2. Pointing out that the FProtocel was duly sanctioned
by both Governments, the statement warms that its unilateral denuneiation: . would
constitute s dangerous precedent which could undermine the American reglonal systen,
legal order, and the basiz for peaceful eonduct of relations between nations.

The statements of the Ecuadorean Forcign Minister are deseribed as not only
provocative towards Peru, but a direet sttack on the principles underlying inter-
national order. As such, they affect the entire American community and constitute a
threat to the peace of the conbinent. Moreover; they signify a grave lack of consie
deration and respect for the four Guarantor Powers. A% a time when American solidare
ity is more important then ever, the Velaseco Government attempts to employ the
totalitarian axwgument of "living spece®™ ageinst Peruvian rights and the principles
of internatiochal order. And ¢o affirm that the Protocel, which is a treaty of
indisputable validity, was unjust is an offense against the Guavantors and the other
American States.

The statement of September 6 concludes by declaring that Peru does not intend
to abandon its purpose of doing what is pessible to live in peace and harmony with
Ecuador. At the same %time, howeversy; it bluntly warns that Paru will not resede one

ep in defense of the inviolability of its dreaties and laws, and that it will a
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The ywress has prominently featured reports of the statements made hy President
Velasco and other Ecuadorean officials with respeet to the Rio Protocol and the
boundary. Today’s Lime newspapers gave bamner headlines to these statements, which
they characterized ag a threat to the peace of the Americas, and to the Peruvian
Foreign Offisee rejoinder, which/Bhadiined as a sober warning that .Peru would teke
any measure Necessary to preserve her national gsecurity. Numerous editorials have
appeared on this subjeet in the last few weeks, and especially since President
Velasco was ineugurated. wWithout exception, they have strongly dencunced the
Ecuvadersen (overmment and have etanchly upheld the position maintained by Peru.
Similar statements have been made this past week in both houses of Cengress, by
members representing the Government majority and the opposition alike.

- The statenents mede by Presidemt Velasco and other officials of his Government
with respect to the Rio Protocol and the boundary between Pex and Ecuador, and the
sharp Peruvian officlal and public xeaction to them, have resulted in a significant
deterioration in relations between the two countries, which could have more serlous
repercussions at the present ewritical juncturs in hemisphere relations, unless some-
thing is done o prevent i%. Altbough sherply divided on internal political issues,
Peru £8 completely united in its reaction to the strong political wind from the
North. All parties and segments of opinion in this country strongly support the
pogition assumed by the Peruvian Govermment in this matter. There is no other signi-
ficant domestic or intermationml issue affecting Peru in which national unity is so
proncunced.. :

For the Chargé d'Affaires, a.i.:
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1. Text of Peruvian Fonoff Statement
) oL September 2, 1960 (uneff. trans.).
. 2. Text of Peruvian Fonoff Stabement
 of September 6, 1960 (umoff. trans.).

. Department pass copies to Buenos Aires, Quito, Rio de Janeiro, Santiago, and to
; USDel Bogoté. ’
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(Unofficial Translation)

¢ - . The Government of Peru, with the serenity and loftiness derived from the

) gonsciousness of its right, opposes the arbitrary words of President Velasco Ibarra
with the historie truth and the juridical foundations of the Protocel of Rio de
‘Janeivo of 1942, which definitively resolved the old question of boundaries. This
pact, comoluded with the collaboration of the Guarantor Natiens, did nothing more
than to consccrate the historical titles of Peru in the region of Maynas, in both
their colonial and vropublican aspeats, and the possession and sovereignty which
Paru has exercised since it became an independent nation. On the other hand, the
convention has granted to Heuador considerable cxtensions of the high paxt of the
tributary rivers of the Maraiifn and of the Amazones, at the sams time recognizing
ite right of free navigation and commovce in the amazonian basin. In a word, the
Treaty has not modified, frem the derritorial point of view, the situation exist-
ing when Houador became independent, according to its Constitution promulgated in
Riobamba. From the humen point of view, the execution of the Protocol has not
represented a change of nationality for any Ecuadorean.

The capital of the Amazonm regiom, befors Maymas, and its peoples, swore allegiance
to the independence of Peru and its fivst Constitutien, and since that time have
without interruption elscted their representatives to the Peruvian Congress. And
the sovereignty exereised by Peru over this region was given international recognd.=
tion even before the subscription of the Protocel of Rie de Janeiro.

The Protocol of Rio has been negotiated and guaranteed by such countries as
Argentina, Brazil, Chile and the United States of America, because it has conse=
crated respect for soverecignty constituted legitimately and affirmed by historical

- traditiens. )

, No one in America can forget that the ineidents of the year 1941 on the
- Peruvian-Eeuadovean fronticr were proveked by Ecvader.

: The Protocol reestablished peece and is the guerantee of peace. Thus consti-
tuted, the Frotocol was spproved by the Cengress of Ecuador and, within this atmos—
phere, the exchange of ratifications was accomplished under the auspices of the
Fresident of RBrazil. ‘

'In the International ordewr, the Protocol reposes in the respect to the person-
ality of the States definsd by their initial comstitution and by strict and loyal
complignee with intermationsl obligations.

Peru can never accept discussion of the territorial integrity with which it
achieved its republicam life, or that American pease and solidarity has to depart
from the faithful eompliance with treaties coneluded in sccordamce with the prine
ciples of the Charter of the 0AS and the bases of the Charter of the United Nations.

The same Dr. Velaseo Ibarra, in a declaration published in the daily El
Comercio in Quito June 12, 1944, weferring expressly to the cited Protocsl, stated:
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. 17z ‘h&m already said on mﬁ@@s cocasions, having declared it %o the press of I
Colombia, that I wespect the ebligations contracted by Ecuador in Rio de Jameiro.”

_ ﬁ'hisﬂewspapers on June 24 of the same year, also published the following
- declarations of Dr. Velasgo Ibarras "We are obligated to respect these treaties
and we shall respeet them.” ’ B

R ¢ Am@a@% 10 e %hé.% year, whem he was President of Ecuador, Dr. Velasco Ibarra
stated in his messages "We do not want conguests nor revision of treaties.”

o Pery will not permit any discussion of the acts of cxecution of the Protocel

- that have been placed into effect, in final derms, by the two signatory States, nor
any attempt to empleoy procodures distinct from those stipulated in the same treaty
in oxder to conclude the Lixing of the boundary in the area, where only two or
three markers remain to be plaged, on & pre-determimed line.

In any oase, Perw has proposed, &8s recorded in the communications of this
Poreign 0ffice of the 1ith and 19th of last August, that the Mixzed peruvian-
‘Dousdoresn Demareation Commission make a geographie survey, with the assistance of
representatives of the Guerantors, in the birief tract that remains o be demarcated;
. that 18, between the "Cunmuime=Sur® and the *20 de Noviembre® merkers, where the
~ award of the Brazilian technical arbiter Dfas de Aguisr should be applied, super-
vised by the Guarantor nations and in the course of execution by both States.

. For all these reasons, Feri, Jjealeus of its clearly established right, will not-
- ponsent to any move that forces to wecognize the walidity of the Protoecol of Rio de
Janelro, in which Ecuador has pledged its homor and which is guavanteed by four
other American nations, which agreed te this guarantee, and also pledged their word,
precisely because the refersnee gonvention embodied a just and definitive solution.

Tima, September 2, 1950
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(Unofficial Translation)

The new Minister of Foreign Relations ofxEcuaéor has declared, according to
press dispatches, that his Government proposes to "denounce” the Protocol of
Ris de Janeirc, which definitively terminated the frontier dispute between Peru
and Ecuador, and which was duly sanctioned by the Congresses of both Republics,
in aceordance with their respective constitutional proviszions.

- The unilateral denunciation of this solemn treaty would be an act totally
irritating, incapable of modifying in the least the juridical situation created
by the Protocol. If international obligations, if the instruments that govern

- the relations between States and delimit their territories were capable of being
- modified, revised or annulled, by the simple will of one of the parties, there
would be ne legal order nor basiz for the pacific conduct of relations between
nations. The regional American system would not be able to sustain itself or the
agreements upon which it depends, such as the existing treaties subseribed to
over many years, would be placed in doubt and exposed to the caprice of any
Government.

The declaratiqns of the new Ecuadorean Poreign Minister are not only simply
a provocation of Peru, but are alsc a direct attack on the principles which
_serve as the foundation of international order. They therefore affect the entire
" American community and constitute a threat to the peace of the continent. They
also signify, in speeial form, a grave lack of consideration and respect toward
the four Guarantor States of the Treaty of Rio de Janeiro, which on subseribing
to it as guarantors of its fulfillment and its execution.

: - The new attitude of the Bouadorean Government demonstrates in a conclusive

i manner that which Peru had warned of many times %o the Guarantor Powerss that

“the false pretexts adduced by the Foreign Ministry of Ecuader in order to aveid

. the task of demarceations inberrupted only when 78 kilometers remained to

termina%e its had no otner purpese than rebellion against the Treaty of 1942.
This inaurg@nce is ncﬂ presented openly and scandalously.

a’

, At a time when Ameriean solidarity is more necessary than ever, the
Government ‘of Sefior Velascc Ibarra attempts to fence against Peru and its
rights, as well as against the fimdamental prineiples of American order, the
totalitarian argument ex iiving space. A space that never belonged to it; nor
was ever in its power.: The &overnments of America will know how properly to
Judge: this pretensionov;"

With respect to the alfirmations mede by President Velasco . Ibarra and his
Minister of Foreign Relations, Sefior Chiriboga, concerning the confliet of 1941,
it is sufficient to recall the fact that these events were provoked by the
ageresive bellicosity of the Quito Government. Among other Ecuadorean documents
which recognize this is nothing less than the open letter sent the 2nd of
August, 1941, by Sefior Velasco Ibarra tc the then President of Ecuador, Sefior

‘ Arroyo del Ric. It is then incredible that now, at a time most invested with
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‘ presidential dignity, Sefior Velasco Ibarra denies that which he previously statedt

over his signature, and attempts to "denounce” a Treaty whose sanctity was not
placed in doubt during his previous Governments, but was proclaimed expressly in

the message read before the National Assembly of his country the IOth of Augustp
1944,

Furthermore, the Protocol of Rioc de Janeiro does not need new recognition
of the Quito Government. It is a juridical fact of perfect and indisputable
validity. As the Peruvian Foreign Ministry has frequently pointed out, this
Treaty did not deprive Ecuador of anything it had; would have, or could have..

To affirm that 1t was an injustice is an offense to the Juarantor Nations, which
would not have lended themselves to it, and to the other Foreign Ministries which
jubilantly welcomed as a happy evenit for America the signing of the Protocel and
through it the definitive liguidation of the boundary dispute between Peru and
Ecuador.

Qur Government is not going to abandon its attitude of serenity; nor its
purpose of doing what is possible in order to live in peace and harmony with the
Republic of Ecuador. But it will not recede one step in the defense of the
inviolability of the Treaties and of the laws of Peru, and it wiil adopt all the
measures necessary for the security of the nation. Of this there shoul& be no -
doubt whatsoever. _

Lima, September 6, 19600:"
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